A HOLISTIC STRATEGY TO
TEACH VARIABLE DATA
PRINTING



Introduction

VDP has enourmous potential

However, growth has been slow because lack of
knowledge about:

Databases
Coding for VDP

Fluency in these areas isn’t necessary, but literacy is!
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The Concept

Students create a campaign over the course of
three projects

Project 1

Design an eye catching document to convince the recipient to
enter information on a website

Project 2

Design a relational database that will contain the
information gathered from the website

Project 3

Create VDP document based on information in the database
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Project 1

The first document should be an eye-catching design
with placeholders for name and address

The design should represent an excellent use of layout,
color, typography, images, and folding or die cutting

Copy promotes the company and persuades the
recipient to visit the company’s website

Learning Outcomes:

Design, technical requirements for digital presses, USPS
regulations

Howard Vogl, Assistant Professor Cal Poly State University 7/7/2015 4



- Nay

R}

s

Invites you to indulge

your adventurous side...

Howard Vogl, Assistant Professor Cal Poly State University 7/7/2015 5



|mogine yoursel)(soaLing up +|ne sun on 1Le Leches 0)(|—|awaii or We're a )(:A”-service +rave| agency +Lo+ I"IGS l)een in l)usiness since 1992, cnc]

mcrve”ing at +|ne Inisforical cmc] arcLifecfurol l)eaufy 0)(+Le

Grea'r Wa" 0)(C|nina. We can Inelp mal(e 'rlnose Jrecms

a reclifyl Discover your next koenfure wi'rL... 4 o

can LanJle plonning every aspect 0)(your next trip, incluc]ing

air)(;re, Lofel, car ren'rcl, tours, anc] +rave| insurcncel

We are a Certified Travel Counselor, and will listen

to your needs when planning your next leisure

# Navigcﬁor
- Travel

or business trip. We have the experience
P P

in planning adventures of all
kinds to save you valuable

Notall those ™5™ 4
who wander &

are ].OSto Navigator 1 . ;

Travel can help you

Whether you €
long for adventure,

or just want to relax on a % plan your trip from start to
tropical beach, Navigator Travel finish and everything in between, E—
can help you plan your perfect getaway or just advise you on your current plans.
with personalized vacation packages! No matter where you wish to visit, partnering & ¥

with Navigator Travel is the first step toward a unique 7 .

» We offer vacation packages with destinations around the world. and memorable travel experience!

» We work within your budget to plan a trip you can both enjoy and afford. | J L I(
» We offer vacation bundles for the individual, the family, and even a large group. nterested in embarking on your very own

» From a weekend getaway to an extended summer stay, we can customize your trip to any personalizecj Vaca‘l'ion? To start ‘fLe journey, visit our wel)sife at:

ERREEpae s www.Navigcfor-ﬁ'ovel.com

Howard Vogl, Assistant Professor Cal Poly State University 71712015 6



File Criteria

Images

Images should be RGB, all the same effective resolution
(150-300ppi), tag with an ICC profile

Color
RGB or Spot

If you use spot colors in the InDesign Ink Manager check
Use Standard Lab Values for spot colors

Output as a PDF/X-4
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Project 2

Design a relational database that will contain the
information gathered from the website

Database consists of two tables, one for customer
information and the other for company information

Both tables will be linked by a primary key

In addition students design an entry screen, address
labels and a form letter

Learning Outcomes:

Datatypes, database design, Ul design
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Criteria

Customer Information Company Information
First, Last Name Representative name
Address Representative phone
City, State Zip Destination and
Email destination distance
Phone Hotel cost
Guests Airline cost
Length of Trip Total trip cost
Destination
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aCustomer Travel Plans B

[ Destination

ID

First Name
Last Name
Address
City

State

Zip Code
Email
Phone
Guests
Length of Trip
Destination
Cost of Trip

\'4
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< ‘s Destination

Airline Rep Name
Airline Rep Phone
Destination
Destination Distance
Hotel Cost
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Customer Info

First Name
Last Name
Address
City

State

Zip Code
Email

Phone

Amanda

Simpson

7200 Dinsmore Av.
Sacramento

CA

64261
Windsor@2nd2nd2nd.com
1-103-196-5808

Destination
Guests

Length of Trip

Seattle
5

14 days Cost of Trip

$6,279.60
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Project 3

Create actionable rules based on a business plan
and output VDP documents as PDF files.

Select a target city from 20,000 customer records

Create a complex VDP layout that includes several
elements of personalization.

Create an additional layout that makes a call to action,
such as an offer or a reminder.

Learning Outcomes:

Data mining, actionable rules, VDP design, cross media
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Project 3

Write a brief business plan based on:
Analysis of the data
Goals of the personalized campaign

Actionable decisions that will be made

Map Touch Points

Crate two layouts in a single InDesign document and
map out the touch points for each layout.

Howard Vogl, Assistant Professor Cal Poly State University 7/7/2015 13



Data Analysis

—

A B C J K i M

ID | FirstNam ¥ LlastNam ¥ | Destinatig¥  Guests| ¥ Lengthof T ¥ Costof Triyi
10 Knox Castaneda |Macau 8 14 10377.28
71 Philip Mcintyre District of Co 6 21 10257.44
73 Vera Villarreal New Orleans 6 21 10040.04
36 Lee Rutledge Death Valley 6 21 5822.9
29 Gay Christensen |Italy 5 14 9120.95
74 Mari Pennington |Chicago 5 21 8354.6
81 Echo Avila Macau 8 7 8245.28
54 Ebony Garza Big Sur 7 14 7872.06
42 Sharon Mayer Macau 8 5 7641.28
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Layout One

Complex layout with personalized content

Minimum required personalization for this layout:
Address person by first name
Name of destination in text
An image that changes based on destination

At least three rule based variables based on your business
plan
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Destination Photo Destination Photo

N 7 Presorted
PO v O’_E/‘ | 80 -I- or First-Class Mail
V2N 1 U.S. Postage Prepaid
)~ rave San Luis Obispo, CA
R 555 Westmont Ave Permit No. 1
San Luis Obispo, CA 93405

Future Navigator:
CATHERINE SHEPPARD
P.O. Box 730
Boston, MA 40214

Address
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First Name Destination Destination Photo

Destination Description

Numbers ‘

\ Y
CoJererme, \/osemiJre is vvoierg )(or you!

Yosemite... Not just a great valley, but a shrine to

Your Trip Detail.
bl Sieend human foresight, the strength of granite, the power of
Days Cost Travelers glaciers, the persistence of life, and the tranquility of
N §752.72 2 the High Sierral
Activities Attractions
No matter where you want -
to go around the world, Campmg Ha.lf Dome
Navigator Travel can help get Backpacking El Capitan Meadow N avieator
there! Hiking Giant Sequoias e 8
you there! ng : : SR
Rock Climbing Glacier Point 2
Let us guide you in planning Fishing Badger Pass )

your perfect vacation! Bird Watching Tuolumne Meadows

Vaca Home Vaca Home Activities Attractions
Rental Pic or Rental Deal or
Global Travel Pic ~ Booking Prompt
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Layout Two

A layout that is a call to action

Layout should include basic personalization such as first
name and address.

It should also include a rule based call to action.

The rule can offer discounts, reminders, offers for additional
services, etc.
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Presorted
First-Class Mail
U.S. Postage Prepaid
San Luis Obispo, CA
Permit No. 1

Address
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. Travel
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" Catherine...

.. let us to help you discover

and plan your perfect vacation!

First Name

Start your
journey today
with this
exclustve offer!

| Scan +Lis coJe to

| insfcn’rly receive 20%

OJJ your Lofel )(ees!
hh o

QR Code with Travel
Rep Phone Number
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Edit Content Object "Vacation Rental Offer"

Name: Vacation Rental Offer ‘ Type: Text with Style v Campaign Dial OK
Annotation: I Extended Functions Cancel

Rule View QLingo...

If v  [#] Guests v Number v [

Then value = String v

Apply Style: ' Character Style 1
Else if v  [#] Cost of Trip v Number

Then value = String v

Apply Style: = Character Style 1
Else value = v String v

|

Preview

< Character Style 2 > No matter where you want to go around the world, Navigator Travel can help get yo
Recipient m of gl
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Edit Content Object "Interior Destination Photo"

) E1 8 Interior Destination Photo Type: Graphic M Campaign Dial OK
Annota QLingo Rule for Graphic Content Object "Interior Destination Photo" el

Rule ingo...

if(|->[Destination] = "Yosemite") OK

{
}

else if(]->[Destination] = "Macau")

{
"Macau-Hillview.jpg"

}

else if(|->[Destination] = "ltaly")

{
"Italy-Venice-Waterway.jpg"
}
else if(|->[Email] = "Death Valley")

{
"Death-Valley-Hikers.jpg"
}

< else if(]->[Destination] = "Ireland")

If

"Yosemite-Reflection.jpg" Cancel

Preview

Recipient
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Results

Project one stimulated a lot of creativity

Project two some students had difficulty with
database principles, but they were interested in
designing the user interface

Project 3 students did well designing rules for the
VDP documents

However, some students wanted to test out rules first
and then create a business plan

This did have merit
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For the Future

Eliminate address labels and form letter from
database project because they are redundant

Reduce VDP to one document to give students more
time to absorb concepts and allow them to create a
preliminary VDP document before the business plan
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Thank You
Any questions?
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