
A co‐operative for entrepreneurial students





 ACCIO (Artevelde Center of Creativity, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship) was established in 2011 

 ACCIO is a Business Accelerator and Mentorship program, 
launched to boost innovation, entrepreneurship and growth
of startups:

 Coaches students with innovative ideas
 Organises workshops to increase creativity and innovative

thinking
 Brings students and entrepreneurs together
 Creates synergies between students from different departments

Enterpreneurship is also high on 
the Artevelde agenda



17 Dutch Degree programs

5 International semester 
programs

4 Advanced Bachelor 
programs

13 Postgraduate Degrees

Master in co‐operation
with UGent

ACCIO 
representative



And also high on the Department’s
agenda…
 In the Department of Graphical and digital media 
 Special theoretical and practical courses on 
entrepreneurship

 Joint projects with other departments to promote co‐
creation

 Many lecturers combine a private company with a 
teaching job

 In the last year of the progamme, a student must 
demonstate his capability as an entrepreneurial
professional



Support and guidance
Basic knowledge business admin?

How to make an invoice?
How to start accounting?

How to work out a business plan?
How to draw up a marketing plan?
How to improve your business 

model?
How to finance your project?
Licence to start a business?
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Social security and
taxability
Social security?

Loss of child allowance?
Responsiblity of the parents?

Study allowance?
Compensation for any disability?

Grey market?
Financial and others risks and

responsibilities?
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First layer

Second layer



Artepreneur = co‐operative company 
with limited liability and a social 
purpose
 You need to have customers and your business model 
must be reviewed by a panel of specialists prior to
admittance
 Participating students must be willing to share 
experiences
 By using legal entity of the co‐operative (business 
number, billing address, etc.) students can send out 
invoices without loosing their child or study
allowance, disability benefits, etc. 
 All profits go the student entrepreneur minus a small 
compensation for the co‐operative



COOPBilling

Starting
capital

Economies
of 

scale
Flexibility

Together
=

more



Thank you

luk.bouters@arteveldehs.be



ARTEpreneur Members of the Board!
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